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1. Preliminary Statements 

Applicants submit herewith patents, publications or other information of which they are 
aware, which they believe may be material to the examination of this application and in respect 
of which there may be a duty to disclose in accordance with 37 CFR 1.56. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made, an admission that the information cited is, or is 
considered to be, material to patentability or that no other material information exists. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as an admission 
against interest in any manner. 

2. Identification Of Prior Application In Which Listed Information Was Already 
Cited and For Which No Copies Are Submitted Or Need Be Submitted. 

This application relies, under 35 U.S.C. 120, on the earlier filing date of prior application 
Ser. No. 09/741,774 filed on 12/15/2000, which is a continuation patent application of co- 
pending U.S. Patent Application Ser. No. 09/135,890, now U.S. Patent No. 6,208,884, which is a 
continuation-in-part application of U.S. Patent Application Ser. No. 08/670,393, filed on 
06/25/1996, now U.S. Patent No. 5,842,986. This application also relies on co-pending U.S. 
Patent Application Ser. No. 09/818,700, filed on 03/27/2001. The following references were 
submitted to and/or cited by the Office in these prior applications and, therefore, according to 37 
CFR § 1.98(d), copies are not required to be provided in this application: AA-BI, and BO-CQ. 

3. Identification of Information Items Accompanying This Statement. 

Legible copies of all references listed on the attached Form 1449 accompany this 
Information Disclosure Statement except for those references listed in Item 2 above. 
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CERTIFICATF. OF M AILING UNDHR 37 CFR § 1 S 

I hereby certify that this Information Disclosure Statement (along with any paper referred to 
a bemg attached or enclosed) is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as^ret 
class mml man envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D C 20231 
with sufficient postage as first class mail pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .8(a) on this ^^^^day of ' 
February, 2002. ^ 



Gerald W. Sfjinks 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 32,843 
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